


Front (L to R) – Jacquelyn Gauthier, Chelsea Smith-Carmichael, Megan Nesland, Lauren Silver, Kelsey Holshouser, Jenna 
Gunderson. Middle (L to R) – Heather West, Koree Blyleven, Megan May, Kira Hillman, Kelly Eaton. Back (L to R) – Kim 
Krueger, Kim Hall, Amber Oland, Allie Gerrity, Alex Koran, Emily Clopp

2008 Stanford Women’s Water Polo Roster
	 #	 Name	 Pos.	 Ht.	 Yr.	 Hometown (Last School)
	 1	 Amber Oland	 Goalkeeper	 6-0	 Fr.	 Santa Ana, CA (Foothill)
	 1	 Kim Hall	 Goalkeeper	 5-10	 Fr.	 Kaneohe, HI (Punahou)
	 2	 Megan May	 Driver	 5-5	 R-Jr.	 San Diego, CA (The Bishop’s School)
	 3	 Jacquelyn Gauthier	 Driver	 5-7	 Sr.	 Irvine, CA (Woodbridge)
	 4	 Kelsey Holshouser 	 Driver	 5-4	 So.	 Santa Ana, CA (Foothill)
	 5	 Kelly Eaton	 Driver	 5-7	 So.	 Menlo Park, CA (Menlo-Atherton)
	 6	 Chelsea Smith-Carmichael	 Driver	 5-6	 Fr.	 San Diego, CA. (The Bishop’s School)
	 7	 Kim Krueger	 Driver	 5-10	 Fr.	 Los Altos Hills, CA (Menlo School)
	 8	 Megan Nesland	 Driver	 5-4	 Sr.	 Long Beach, CA (Wilson)
	 9	 Kira Hillman	 Driver	 5-7	 Jr.	 Carlsbad, CA (Carlsbad)
	10	 Koree Blyleven	 Driver	 5-7	 Jr.	 San Diego, CA (The Bishop’s School)
	11	 Jenna Gunderson	 Driver	 5-9	 Fr.	 Cupertino, CA (St. Francis)
	13	 Heather West	 Driver	 5-8	 Jr.	 Davis, CA (Davis Senior)
	14	 Emily Clopp	 2-Meter	 5-8	 Fr.	 Huntington Beach, CA (Marina)
	16	 Alex Koran	 2-Meter	 6-0	 So.	 Tustin, CA (Tustin)
	17	 Jessica Steffens	 2MD	 6-0	 R-So.	 Danville, CA (Monte Vista)
	19	 Allie Gerrity	 2MD	 6-1	 Fr.	 Poway, CA (Poway)
	20	 Lauren Silver	 Driver	 5-9	 Jr.	 Long Beach, CA (Wilson)

Head Coach:  
John Tanner, 11th Season 
(Stanford ’82)

Assistant Coach:  
Susan Ortwein, 11th Season 
(UC Santa Barbara ’90)

Volunteer Assistant Coach:  
Kyle Utsumi, 1st Season  
(Stanford ’95)

Stanford Women’s Water 
Polo would like to thank Greg 
Marecek and Ryan Melton 
for their continuous support.
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2008 Quick Facts
General Information

Location ................................................ Stanford, CA
Founded ............................................................. 1885
Enrollment ............................. 6,556 undergraduates
Nickname ....................................................  Cardinal
School Colors ...............................  Cardinal & White
Conference .....  Mountain Pacific Sports Federation
President .......................................  John L. Hennessy
Athletic Director ..................................  Bob Bowlsby
Home Pool................  Avery Aquatic Center (2,530)

Media Relations

Contact ................................................. Aaron Juarez
Office Phone .....................................  (650) 725-7277
Office Fax .........................................  (650) 725-2957
E-Mail ...................................  arjuarez@stanford.edu
Website ...................................  www.gostanford.com
Mailing Address 
	 Arrillaga Family Sports Center
	 Stanford, CA 94305-6150

2008 Water Polo
Coaching Staff

Head Coach .......................  John Tanner (11th year)   
Record at Stanford .........................................  244-43 
Career Record ................................................... Same 
Assistant Coach .............  Susan Ortwein (11th year)
Water Polo Office Phone ................  (650) 725-9016

2008 Team Information

Overall Record ...................................................  27-3
Conference Record/Finish ...........................  12-0/1st
Conference Tournament Record/Finish ....  2-1/2nd
Postseason ....................................................  2-1/2nd
Final Team Ranking ................................................ 2
Letterwinners Returning/Lost ...........................  11/5
Newcomers ............................................................... 7
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On the Cover
The Cardinal will be led by seniors Jackie Gauthier and 
Megan Nesland.

Credits
The 2008 Stanford Women’s Water Polo media guide was 
written and edited by Aaron Juarez. Layout and design by 
Hogue Design. Photography by David Gonzales, Kyle Terada 
and Tony Gauthier. Printing by db Print Solutions.

Avery Aquatic Center

The recently rebuilt and remodeled Avery 
Aquatic Center is home to Stanford water polo, 

swimming and diving, and women’s synchronized 
swimming.  It is widely regarded as the finest out-
door facility in the United States, and one of the 
best in the world.

One of the highlights of the facility is a 37-meter 
and 14-feet deep competition pool, which can 
seat 2,530 spectators in a stadium-like setting. The 
facility also features a 25-meter diving well with a 
10-meter diving tower. The variety of pools within 
the entire facility gives Stanford athletes and 
coaches tremendous flexibility when designing 
training programs and scheduling practices and 
competitions for all five home teams.

The newly constructed Avery Video Center 
has added 2,000 square feet to the existing Avery 
Aquatic Center. At a cost of $1.4 million, the Avery 
Video Center provides a meeting facility for all 
aquatic sports programs.

The Avery Aquatic Center was host to the first-
ever NCAA Women’s Water Polo Championship 
in May of 2001, and most recently hosted 
the 2004 Men’s Water Polo MPSF and NCAA 
Championships. It will also be the host site of the 
2008 Men’s and Women’s NCAA Championships.

Home of Stanford Water Polo
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2008 Outlook

Senior Jackie Gauthier (left) and 
sophomore Kelly Eaton (right) 
along with junior All-American 
Lauren Silver (below) will pace the 
Cardinal in 2008.

The 2008 edition of the Stanford women’s water polo team 
will not only look forward to continuing the program’s 

heralded success this year, but also carry with it a sizable amount 
of motivation after falling one goal short of the 2007 national 
title. Following a 27-3 season that included winning the MPSF 
regular-season title with a perfect 12-0 conference record, the 
Cardinal is more determined than ever to bring home the pro-
gram’s second national championship in 2008.

Stanford once again possesses the pieces for a successful run 
at its first title since 2002. The 2008 squad boasts a returning 
All-American, two All-MPSF performers, 10 returners, and 
seven newcomers primed to undertake the path to May’s NCAA 
Championship.

Head Coach John Tanner, in his 11th season helming the 
Cardinal and now a four-time MPSF Coach of the Year after cap-
turing the honor again in 2007, looks forward to seeing his young 
squad rise to the challenges standing between it and a second 
NCAA title. Through his previous 10 years at Stanford, Tanner 
has compiled a record of 244-43 (.850), captured a national title 
in 2002, and led the Cardinal to a feat that no other program has 
accomplished, appearances in all seven NCAA Championships. 

“We have a lot of experienced players with good speed who 
play well in front of the goal as well as on the perimeter, so it is a 
balanced group,” Tanner says. 

Despite having just two seniors and seven upperclassmen on 
the 17-player roster, the Cardinal still boast a group laden with 
talent as well as vital collegiate and international experience.

Seniors Jackie Gauthier and Megan Nesland will be relied 
upon to provide much of the leadership and experience in 2008. 
Besides having three NCAA appearances and a pair of national 
runner-up finishes to their credit, the duo also boasts a winning 
resumè, with 72 wins under their collective belt while at Stanford.

“We don’t have as many seniors as we’ve had in the past, so 
we’re going to look for our two seniors to really guide the team,” 
says Tanner. “We’ll need our whole team to play with great poise 
and composure when we get into difficult situations.”

Yet Tanner is also confident in his team’s ability to step up 
and continue the productivity of the graduated players.

“I think our players see what the older players did,” Tanner 
says. “When these players graduate, the current players under-
stand that there is a hole that needs to be filled, and one of the 
hallmarks of our program is that players step into that void and 
play a bigger role.”

Also providing support will be 2007 All-American Lauren 
Silver, the team’s co-scoring leader with 64 goals in 2007, as well 
as MPSF All-Freshman Team selection Kelly Eaton, who scored 
26 goals last year. Additionally, sophomore Kelsey Holshouser 
(21 goals in 2007) and junior Kira Hillman (20 goals) bring 
offensive production to the table. Freshmen Kim Krueger and 
Amber Oland, members of the Junior National Team that partic-
ipated in the 2007 Junior FINA World Championships in Porto, 
Portugal this past summer (along with Silver and junior Jessica 
Steffens), bring strong international experience to Stanford.

“Our freshmen are a very experienced group, given their age. 
They’ve played a lot of international water polo and had a lot of 
success,” Tanner says of his squad. “This year’s sophomores and 
juniors went through it last season, and we’ve been in the NCAA 
Championships every year, so playing all-or-nothing, win-or-
you’re-out games is nothing novel to our team.”

Here is a look at the Cardinal by position:

Goalkeepers

With the graduation of three-time All-American goalkeeper 
Meridith McColl last June, the Cardinal head into 2008 with a 
pair of freshman goalkeepers in Amber Oland and Kim Hall.

Oland, a native of Santa Ana, Calif., comes to The Farm after 
a successful prep and international career as a member of the 
U.S. Junior National Team. This past summer, Oland com-
peted with the Junior National Team at the FINA Junior World 
Championships in Portugal, and, as a prep at Foothill High 
School, was a three-time All-CIF selection.



2 0 0 8  W o m e n ’ s  W a t e r  P o l o  O u t l o o k

2 0 0 8  S t a n f o r d  W o m e n ’ s  W a t e r  P o l o �

A Kaneohe, Hawai’i native, Hall joins the Cardinal after star-
ring for both the water polo and swim teams at Punahou High 
School. Twice named to the all-league squad in water polo, Hall 
will compete for time in the cage as well in 2008.

“We have only two goalies, both freshmen, so we’re going to 
expect a lot from them in the goal,” Tanner says about the team’s 
goalkeeper situation. “Amber is a highly-regarded, experienced 
goalie, and Kim is a talented and determined athlete who is 
showing significant signs of competence at the collegiate level.”

Two-Meter Offensive and Defensive Players

The graduation of four-time All-American Christina Hewko 
(38 goals in 2007) and 2007 All-American Alison Gregorka (22 
goals), combined with the absence of junior Jessica Steffens, who 
will redshirt 2008 in order to train for the upcoming Olympic 
Games, means that the Cardinal will employ a committee of 
players to hold down the fort at the two-meter position this 
season.

Sophomore Alex Koran returns this year to build off of a 
rookie campaign that saw her score 10 goals, while freshmen 
Emily Clopp and Allie Gerrity will also provide depth at the two-
meter position.

In addition to the young trio, senior Jackie Gauthier will see 
time in the middle on both offense and defense. Junior Koree 
Blyleven, along with 2008 co-captains Lauren Silver and Heather 
West, will also be expected to help out at two meters this season.

“Alex will get the ball a lot, so we’ll expect that she will score 
more goals than she did last year,” Tanner says. “Jackie is an 
effective player in all phases of the game.”

Drivers

Stanford returns a healthy amount of production at the driver 
position for 2008, highlighted by junior captain Lauren Silver. In 
2007, Silver scored a total of 64 goals, scored in 28 of 30 contests, 
and posted 12 hat tricks.

“Lauren is a very powerful shooter who will take chances 
and act aggressively when there are opportunities,” Tanner says, 
pointing out Silver’s three goals in the 2007 national-title game. 
“Clearly she’s not shy about taking risks offensively, and she is 
also a very good defensive player.”

Gauthier, West, and Blyleven will also make their contribu-
tions at the driver position and the two-meter spot. The offensive 
production and skill of Gauthier and Blyleven will help the 
Cardinal’s high-scoring attack, while the defensive expertise of 
West provides the team with a solid all-around presence in front 
of the goal. 

Senior Megan Nesland, one of two seniors on the squad 
along with Gauthier, is another strong defensive presence for the 
Cardinal who will contribute to limiting opponents’ chances this 
season. Junior Kira Hillman, who upped her scoring to 20 goals 
last season after netting just three as a freshman, is yet another 
option for the Cardinal on the attack.

Sophomores Kelly Eaton and Kelsey Holshouser will also be 
major contributors at the driver position. Eaton, a member of 
last year’s MPSF All-Freshman Team, scored 26 goals on the year 
and once again this season will be expected to bolster Stanford’s 
offensive output. Holshouser, with 21 goals last season, provides 
yet another scoring option for the Cardinal on the offensive end. 
Also returning for the Cardinal this year at the driver position is 
Megan May, a redshirt junior who scored 12 goals in each of her 
first two seasons in 2005 and 2006.

The driver position will also be bolstered by the addition of 
three freshmen eager to make an impact in international play-
ers Kim Krueger and Chelsea Smith-Carmichael, as well as prep 
standout Jenna Gunderson.

Krueger and Smith-Carmichael possess solid international 
resumès, as both were part of the 2006 Junior Pan-Am Games 

team that won the gold medal. Most recently, Krueger played 
with the Junior Team that participated in the Junior FINA World 
Championships in Portugal over the summer. Gunderson, a 
graduate of St. Francis High School in Mountain View, is a two-
time All-Central Coast Section performer.

“As a group, our freshmen cover a lot of what we need, and 
we’ll expect them to make substantial contributions to whatever 
success we may have,” says Tanner.

Looking Ahead

As has become routine for a successful program such as 
Stanford, the Cardinal will dive right into a schedule full of the 
nation’s elite. After the opener against Santa Clara on Feb. 3 at 
Avery, the Cardinal host what has annually been one of the most 
competitive collegiate water polo tournaments in the country, the 
Stanford Invitational, from Feb. 9-10.

While the Cardinal will play at least 12 regular-season games 
at home, the team faces a rigorous challenge on the road, having 
to face three of it’s national top-four counterparts on the road in 
defending national champion UCLA, USC, and Hawai’i.

“Playing UCLA, USC and Hawai’i on the road this year will be 
a big challenge,” Tanner says. “We will have to be a determined 
road team to have success and get favorable seeding in the MPSF 
Tournament. We have some really exciting and challenging 
home games against traditionally strong teams and teams on the 
rise. But, we’ll have to find success on the road if we’re going to 
qualify for the NCAAs.”

Yet there is a carrot at the end of the race for the Cardinal, as 
this year’s NCAA Championships will take place at Stanford’s 
own Avery Stadium. With the opportunity to potentially claim a 
national title in front of the home crowd, the Cardinal has even 
more motivation to succeed in the regular season and make a 
postseason run in 2008.

“We’ve always had such fantastic fan support, and that’s also 
why the NCAA wants to have the Championships here,” Tanner 
comments. “I think our players will be very excited to have the 
opportunity to compete here at the end of the season, but we’ve 
got a lot to take care of before we even contemplate how that will 
look.”

The MPSF Tournament will be held in San Diego from April 
24-27, while the NCAA Championships will take place at Avery 
Stadium from May 11-13.

The 2008 squad 
boasts a returning 
All-American, 
two All-MPSF 
performers, 10 
returners, and seven 
newcomers primed 
to undertake the 
path to May’s NCAA 
Championship.

Sophomore Kelsey Holshouser 
scored 21 goals as a freshman.
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John Tanner enters his 11th season at the helm of the Stanford 
women’s water polo program. An experienced and enthusiastic 

coach, Tanner took on the developing program in 1997 and has since 
turned it into a nationally-ranked powerhouse that has produced an 
NCAA Championship, four MPSF Championships, 11 U.S. National 
Team members, and six Olympians. Tanner’s squad has also compet-
ed in the NCAA Championship game in each of the first three years 
of the NCAA Tournament, and finished in the top-three nationally 
each season since he came on board in 1997. Tanner now holds a 
244-43 (.850) career coaching record at Stanford.

Under Tanner’s guidance last season, Stanford posted a 27-3 
overall record and reached the NCAA championship game for the 
sixth time in program history. His Cardinal squad featured five 
AWPCA All-Americans, an astounding 10 AWPCA Academic All-
Americans, and eight members of both the MPSF All-Conference 
and All-Academic teams. For his part, Tanner earned his fourth 
career MPSF Coach of the Year honor.

In 2006, Tanner led his squad to its fourth MPSF Championship 
and a 24-5 overall record. The Cardinal reached the national 
semifinals for the tenth-straight season and boasted five AWPCA 
All-Americans, five Academic All-Americans, five All-Conference 
honorees, and seven Academic All-Conference honorees. 

In 2005, Tanner’s squad earned runner-up honors at both the 
MPSF and NCAA Championships, finishing with a 21-7 overall 
record. The Cardinal boasted four AWPCA All-Americans, as well as 
eight Academic All-Americans and MPSF All-Academic selections. 

During the 2004 season, Stanford earned third place at the 
NCAA Championships, following a second-place finish at the 
MPSF Championships. Posting a 19-5 overall record, the Cardinal 
was recognized not only for its superior athletic performance, but 
for its academic achievement as well. Three players were named 
All-Americans, and seven student-athletes were named MPSF 
Academic All-Conference and Academic All-Americans.

In 2003, Tanner was named the MPSF Coach of the Year for the 
second consecutive season after the Cardinal finished first in the 
MPSF Tournament and placed second in the NCAA Tournament. 
The Cardinal wrapped up the season with a 21-3 overall record with 
the help of MPSF Player of the Year Brenda Villa and Goalie of the 
Year Jackie Frank.

In 2002, he led the Cardinal to its first NCAA Championship and 
a 23-2 record. The Cardinal earned its first NCAA title, with the help 
of five All-Americans. Tanner was named the MPSF Coach of the 
Year for the most successful season in program history.

In 2001, the Cardinal finished second at the NCAA 
Championships with a 27-1 record, after becoming the first-ever 
collegiate team to remain undefeated during the regular season.

The 2000 Cardinal posted a record of 28-5 on its way to a 
third-place finish at the Collegiate Nationals, and boasted five 

All-Americans, four players named to Collegiate National All-
Tournament teams, and eight Academic All-Americans.

In 1999, the team posted a 25-6 record and placed second at 
the Collegiate Nationals, falling to USC 7-6 in five overtimes in the 
Championship game.

In his first year as head coach in 1998, Tanner led Stanford to 
a 29-6 record and a third place finish at the Collegiate National 
Championships. That same year, he was named MPSF Coach of 
the Year, having, at the time, led the Cardinal to its most successful 
season in the history of the program.

A former Stanford water polo All-American himself, Tanner 
returned to his alma mater with a fortune of knowledge gained from 
years of coaching, both at the collegiate and international levels. 
Tanner has been involved with United States Water Polo in various 
capacities from 1988 to the present. He was the assistant coach of the 
U.S. Men’s National Team that placed sixth at the 2000 Olympics in 
Sydney. He garnered the second World Championship of his career in 
1997 as the Americans captured the World Cup in Athens, Greece. 

Tanner began his international coaching career in 1988 as a 
scout coach for the U.S. National “A” Team. In December of 1998, 
he was appointed as head coach of the U.S. National “B” Team, a 
position he held until early 1991. In March of 1991, he was named 
the assistant coach of the U.S. Olympic Team. He helped the U.S. 
squad capture gold at the 1991 World Cup and a fourth-place finish 
at the 1992 Olympics in Barcelona. 

In 1980, while a student-athlete at Stanford, Tanner became 
involved with coaching when he served as the head coach at Menlo-
Atherton High School for one season. He then coached Menlo 
School for the 1983 season. In 1984, he served as an assistant coach 
for the Stanford men’s water polo team under his former coach 
Dante Dettamanti, when the team advanced to the NCAA title 
match and finished the year with a 25-5 mark. 

Following the 1984 season, Tanner was hired as the head coach 
of the men’s water polo team at the University of the Pacific in 
Stockton, California. In 1988, he was named the school’s Director 
of Aquatics and the head coach of the men’s swimming program, 
holding all three titles until his appointment at Stanford in 1996. 
His teams finished in the top 15 in the nation all of his 12 years 
and in the top-10 each of his last 10 years. He captured Big West 
Conference Coach-of-the-Year honors in 1991, and in 1993 his 
squad finished fifth at the NCAA Championships. 

As the men’s swimming coach at Pacific, he led the Tigers 
to a top-20 finish at the NCAA Tournament and coached Brad 
Schumacher, Pacific’s first and only Olympic gold medalist in any 
sport. Tanner served as Schumacher’s coach at the 1996 Summer 
Olympics in Atlanta, where he earned two gold medals as a member 
of the U.S. 4x100-meter and 4x200-meter free relay teams. 

Originally recruited from Menlo-Atherton High School to swim 
at Stanford, Tanner instead played on the water polo team his fresh-
man year, beginning a career (1978-82) that spanned three national 
championships and culminated in All-America honors his senior year. 
Tanner, a left-handed driver, started for the Cardinal in 1981 and 
helped lead Stanford to a perfect 31-0 record and its fourth national 
crown. The undefeated season was only the second in NCAA water 
polo history. Tanner ranked sixth on the team in goals in 1981, with 
27, and garnered Honorable Mention All-America status. In 1982, he 
finished his career with a 48-goal performance, tying for second on 
the squad, and helped lead the Cardinal to a 27-5 record and its third-
straight NCAA championship match appearance. Tanner was named 
to the NCAA All-Tournament Team, and, for his efforts throughout 
the season, earned All-America honors. He graduated in December 
1982 with a bachelor’s degree in political science. 

In addition to coaching, Tanner has been a prominent member 
of several committees with United States Water Polo. He has served 
on the men’s and women’s National Team Head Coach Selection 
Committees, the Men’s International/Olympic Committee and 
the National Coaches Committee. Tanner is also a member of the 
American Water Polo Coaches Association and United States Water 
Polo, Inc. 

John 
Tanner
Head Coach 
11th Season

2007 MPSF Coach of 
the Year

2003 MPSF Coach of 
the Year

2002 MPSF Coach of 
the Year

1998 MPSF Coach of 
the Year

Coach Tanner led the Cardinal to a 
National Championship in 2002.

John Tanner’s  
Coaching Career 
1980 	 Head Coach  

Menlo-Atherton HS
1983	 Head Coach  

Menlo School
1984	 Asst. Coach  

Stanford Men’s  
Water Polo

1985-97	 Head Coach  
University of Pacific

1988	 Scout Coach  
U.S. National “A” Team

1989-90	 Head Coach  
U.S. National “B”  Team

1991-92	 Assistant Coach  
U.S. Olympic Team

1997-00	 Assistant Coach  
U.S. Olympic Team

1997-	 Head Coach Stanford
Present	Women’s Water Polo
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Susan Ortwein begins her 11th year as an assistant coach for the 
Stanford women’s water polo program. In her 10 years on The 

Farm, Ortwein has coached the Cardinal to a 244-43 overall record, 
an NCAA Championship title, five NCAA runner-up finishes, and 
four MPSF Championship titles. Last season, Ortwein helped the 
Cardinal to the MPSF Regular Season Championship and a second-
place finish at the NCAA Championships.

In her first year, the Cardinal went 29-6 on its way to a No. 2 
national ranking and a third-place finish at Collegiate Nationals. In 
1999, Stanford turned in a 25-6 season and concluded the year with 
second place at the National Collegiate Championship game after 
falling to USC 7-6 in five overtimes.  In 2000, Stanford finished with 
a third-place finish at Collegiate National Championship and a 28-5 
record. In 2001, the Cardinal finished with its best record in school 
history at 27-1 and became the first-ever collegiate team to remain 
undefeated during the regular season. In 2002, the Cardinal posted 
a 23-2 record en route to its first-ever NCAA Championship. 
During the 2003 season, Stanford posted the program’s third run-
ner-up finish at the NCAA Championship, earning a 21-3 overall 
record. The Cardinal took third at the NCAA Tournament in 2004, 
placing second at the MPSF Tournament and completing a 19-5 
overall record. In 2005, the team posted a 21-7 record and a NCAA 
runner-up finish, while in 2006, the Cardinal finished with an over-
all mark of 24-5 and third-place national finish.

Ortwein has primary responsibility for coaching Cardinal goalkeep-
ers and two-meter players. Last season, two-meter player Christina 
Hewko and goalie Meridith McColl were named All-Americans for 
the second-straight season, and both received a third All-MPSF honor.  
In 2003, goalkeeper Jackie Frank was named NCAA Player of the Year 
and MPSF Goalie of the Year for the second consecutive season. Two-
meter player Julie Gardner earned First-Team All-America and MPSF 
All-Conference honors that year as well. 

As head coach of the Stanford Water Polo Foundation, Ortwein 
coached the team to the program’s third National Championship in 
the summer of 2007, marking back-to-back 20-and-Under national 
titles for the squad. She also helmed the senior team to a fourth-place 
finish at the Senior Nationals as well. Current Stanford athletes gar-
nered honors in the tournaments, with Kira Hillman being named 
the MVP of the 20/U tournament, Kelly Eaton earning All-American 
nods in both the 20/U and Senior National tournaments, and Jackie 

Gauthier being named a Senior Nationals All-American. Alex Koran 
and Heather West also competed for both Stanford squads. In 2003, 
the team won its first National Championship in Mission Viejo, 
Calif., led by former Cardinal players Laurel Champion, Lauren 
Faust and Kate Pettit.  In 2004, the Stanford club team earned 
second-place at Senior Nationals, where recent alum Kelty Luber 
was honored as Tournament MVP and alums Hannah Luber and 
Nancy El-Sakkary were named All-Americans. At the 2004 Junior 
Nationals, the Stanford club team placed fourth, and also boasted 
the honor of having four players named to the All-Tournament 
team. During the summer of 2005, Ortwein’s squad placed sixth at 
the USA Water Polo Championships and team member Christina 
Hewko earned Honorable Mention All-American honors. 

In 1998, Ortwein was named assistant coach of the U.S. National 
Team. In addition to her responsibilities at Stanford, she helped to 
prepare the U.S. women for the 2000 Olympic qualifying tourna-
ment in Italy. The 2000 Summer Olympics in Sydney, where the 
U.S. won the silver medal, marked the first time women’s water 
polo had been in the Olympic games. 

Ortwein, a former collegiate water polo and swimming standout, 
came to The Farm from the University of the Pacific, where she spent 
two years at the helm of the Tiger women’s water polo program. 

At Pacific in 1996, Ortwein became the head coach of the 
school’s first women’s water polo team.  Successful in establishing a 
competitive program, she completed her final year (1997) by guid-
ing the Tigers to a 10-14 record, doubling the win total of the inau-
gural campaign, and establishing Pacific’s place among the nation’s 
top competitors. 

Ortwein’s coaching career began at her alma mater, UC Santa 
Barbara. She served as a graduate assistant coach for the Gaucho swim 
team in 1990-91 and as a women’s water polo assistant in 1992-93. 

In college, Ortwein was one of the top water polo players in 
UCSB history. A four-time All-American, she was instrumental in 
two Gaucho national championships (1987 and 1989) and one run-
ner-up finish (1988). She was also an accomplished swimmer, help-
ing UCSB to the Big West Conference title all four years. 

She continued her water polo career with the U.S. National Team 
upon graduation. A national team member in 1991-92, she helped 
lead the U.S. to a third-place finish at the 1991 FINA World Cup. 

Ortwein, a San Diego native, earned a bachelor’s degree in 
sociology from UC Santa Barbara in 1990 and a master’s degree in 
sport science in 1997 from Pacific.

Kyle Utsumi begins his first season with the women’s water polo 
program as a volunteer assistant coach in 2008. 

Most recently, Utsumi served as the head coach of the U.S. 
Junior National Team since 2004, and prior to that helmed the 
Youth National Team from 2001-03. His success coaching at the 
junior level includes gold medals at the 2004 Jr. Pan-American 
Games in San Salvador, El Salvador, and at the 2005 Jr. World 
Championships in Perth, Australia. He was also named the USWP 
Women’s Elite Coach of the Year in 2004. In 2007, the Junior 
National Team, featuring current Stanford players Kim Krueger, 
Amber Oland, Lauren Silver and Jessica Steffens, finished fourth at 
the World Championships in Porto, Portugal.

Utsumi also served as head coach of the Menlo School girls water 
polo team, which he led to nine league and three Central Coast 
Section titles in his nine years at the helm.

He began his coaching career in 1993 and still coaches with the 
Stanford Water Polo Foundation club, where he has coached every 
age group over that time and was instrumental in starting both the 
boys and girls 14-under programs. 

Utsumi, who played at Stanford under head coach Dante 
Dettamanti in 1991, graduated in 1995 with a bachelor’s degree in 
economics, and in 1996 also earned his master’s in sociology from 
Stanford.

Susan 
Ortwein
Assistant Coach 
11th Season

Kyle 
Utsumi
Volunteer Assistant 
First Season
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	 #16 
Alex Koran
Tustin, CA (Tustin) 
Sophomore • 6-0 • 2-Meter

Summer 2007: Competed with Stanford Club at 20/U and 
Nationals … Helped coach Stanford Water Polo Camps. 
As a Freshman in 2007: Scored 10 goals on the year 

and helped team to national runner-up finish and 27-3 record … scored twice in 
15-8 win over San Jose State (2/3) … posted another two-goal game in 23-5 win 
over Pacific (2/10) … netted a pair of goals in 16-4 victory over Michigan (2/24) 
… adding two goals in 19-5 win over 
Maryland (3/25) … scored in the NCAA 
Tournament opening-round 25-8 win 
over Wagner (5/11). 
High School: A 2006 graduate of Tustin 
High School in Tustin, Calif. … Earned 
four letters in swimming and diving and 
three in water polo … Captained both 
swimming and water polo squads … 
Named to the All-CIF Division II Third 
Team as a junior and First Team as a 
senior … An All-League Second Team 
honoree as a junior and the Century 
League Player of the Year as a senior … 
Named a Fifth Team All-American and 
an All-American Academic honoree as 
a senior.
Personal: Born in Whittier, Calif. … 
Daughter of David and Barbara Tolbert … Enjoys going to the beach, snow-
skiing, horseback riding and hanging out with friends … Plans to major in 
Human Biology and pursue a career in medicine or research.

	 #7 
Kim Krueger
Los Altos Hills, CA (Menlo School) 
Freshman • 5-10 •Driver

High School: A 2007 graduate of the Menlo School 
in Atherton, Calif. … competed for the swimming 

and water polo teams … captained the water polo team as a senior … named 
Menlo School Female Athlete of the Year in 2007 … was twice named to the 
All-PAL First Team, in 2006 and ’07 … four-time All-PAL First Team selection 
in swimming … named to All-Central Coast Section First Team as a senior … 
named to CCS All-Star Game, where she took home MVP honors … helped lead 
team to three CCS titles from 2004-06 … named to the Pacific Zone All-Star team 
in 2007 … a two-time second-team All-American … also a two-time Academic 
All-American … in summer of 2006, helped U.S. Youth team to Junior Pan-
American Games title … in swimming, finished in the CCS Top 16 three times.
Personal: Born in Stanford, Calif. … parents’ names are Mark and Marcia … has 
one sibling, Kelly … enjoys reading, hanging out with friends, watching movies, 
and eating good food … major is undeclared and hopes one day to become a 
teacher or physical therapist.
Why I Chose Stanford: “Picking Stanford was one of the easiest choices I’ve ever 
made. Sure, the process of picking was a little difficult. I mean, other schools have 
a lot of distractions they can throw at you, but when you get down to what matters 
– sports, academics, social opportunities – it became clear that Stanford has the 
best of everything. I’m just as happy today as I was when I decided and never 
once have I doubted my decision.”

	 #2 
Megan May
San Diego, CA (The Bishop’s School) 
Redshirt Junior • 5-5 • Driver

Summer 2007: Worked at Stanford Water Polo Camps 
… Traveled to Oaxaca, Mexico with Child Family 
Health International and Stanford’s Patient Advocacy 

Program in order to learn about community health in Mexico. 
As a Junior in 2007: Redshirted the season. 
As a Sophomore in 2006: Earned All-Academic honors from both the AWPCA 
and MPSF … scored 12 goals for the second consecutive year … helped team 
to MPSF Tournament title and third-place finish at NCAA Tournament … 
scored two goals in season-opening 17-2 win over Pacific (2/4) … scored in 13-
5 win over San Jose State (2/12) … netted two goals in 11-4 win over UC-San 
Diego (2/25) … scored season-high four goals in 17-2 win over Marist in NCAA 
Tournament opening round (5/12). 
Summer of 2005: Traveled to Argentina 
and lived with a local family for two 
weeks … Interned at an I&T Company, 
for Blue Tech, Inc … Helped the San 
Diego Shores to the USA Water Polo 
national championship, earning First-
Team All-Tournament … Also led 
the Shores to a third-place finish at 
the Junior National Championships, 
earning First-Team All-Tournament 
honors again. 
As a Freshman in 2005: Scored 12 goals 
in her first season on The Farm … 
Played in all 29 games for the Cardinal 
… Earned Academic All-American 
honors … Helped the team to second-
place finishes at both the MPSF and 
NCAA championships … Scored a 
season-high two goals versus Pacific (2/25) and UC San Diego (2/25) at the UCSB 
Invitational … Netted her first collegiate goal against CS Northridge (2/19). 
High School: Competed for The Bishop’s School in La Jolla and the San Diego 
Shores Club Team … Four-year varsity letterwinner in water polo and two-year 
varsity letterwinner in swimming … Selected to the 2003 and 2004 First-Team 
All-CIF … 2003 All-Academic Team Captain … 2003 Junior Olympic First-Team 
All-American … Captain of the water polo team during senior year. 
Personal: Born in San Diego, CA … Daughter of Greg and Ann May … Has 
one brother Kevin (17) … Human biology major … Hobbies include dancing, 
tanning, going to the beach, singing and photography.
My Favorite Stanford Memory: “My favorite memory is from my sophomore 
season. After we finished our game against San Jose State, an ice cream truck 
pulled up outside of the pool. We were walking back to the vans, but Susan 
stopped us. She told us to pick out what we wanted and treated us all to our 
favorite dessert!”




